






le Mont Maud it, au cm1rs d'une ascension 

en solitaire. 

Tout au long de sa vie, Adam Jacek Winkler 

s'est nourri de nombreux essais artistiques, 

bien qu'il ait lui-meme detruit la grande 

majorite de ses ceuvres. Les dessins et 

peintures na·ives qui lui ont survecu nous 

offrent une lecture inedite sur son existence. 

ii des groupes organises par des refugies 

de !'Est mais ne s'y rallie pas. Au debut des 

annees 80, lorsque Solidarnosc triomphe, 

Jacek s'eloigne. Ces mouvements de foules 

ne lui disent rien, et lui-meme ne se reclame 

pas du proletariat. 11 lui semble que la lutte 

anti-communiste a vecu. 

En 1979, l'armee rouge envahit 

!'Afghanistan. La resistance du peuple 

afghan fascine Jacek. Tres rapidement, 

ii quitte la France, sa famille et rejoint 

les zones de combats aux cotes du 

Commandant Massoud. Ce sera l'aventure 

de sa vie : le monde dans lequel ii penetre 

est structure selon des lois qu'il ne 

Ces peintures, les photos 

qu'il a prises lui-meme en 

Afghanistan, ont ete une 

grande source d'inspiration 

pour La Montagne magique. 

Une grande part d'entre-elles 

a ete utilisee dans le film. 

soup(j:Onnait pas, ce qui en 

fait le berceau de l 'humanite 

mais son tombeau aussh. 
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II s'attache visceralement ii 

cette terre et a ses horn mes. 

L es moudjahidines lui 

donnent le titre d'Adam 

Khan (le Commandant 

Adam). L' episode afghan 

s'acheve avec l'assassinat de 

Massoud, deux jours avant 

le 11 septembre. Quelques 

mois plus tard, Adam Jacek 

Winkler meurt a son tour sur 
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on his own, sometimes workmg with other 

groups of .inticommumst cmigres from 

the cast {though he never bc,ame part 

of their organizations). Independent by 

naturt\ but extremely active and involved, 

he got lo know manr of the era's dissidents, 

himself becommg catalyst for these kinds 

of aLti\'lties. As soon as the 'Solidarity' 

movement appeared. he took a step back, 

believing the fight against 

communism to be over, 

due to the fact that he. 

personally. in no way folt 

proletarian and was no 

great admirer of crowds. 

Hearmg about the Soviet 

army's invasion 

of Afghanistan, 

he identified with the 

Afghan cause, and after 

two years of preparation, 

he left to fight alongside 

Commander Massoud 

It was the adventure 

of his life: the world 

he discovered was 

structured around 

completely diflerent laws, resemblmg the 

cradle of humanity, but also its graveyard. 

Atghanistan for him exercised a kind of 

terrible fascination, and he was accepted 

by the Mujahidin as one of them. llis 

connection with the land and its people was 

so powerful that he even received the title of 

Adam Khan (King Adam). Jfo Afghan 'story' 

ended with the assassination of Massoud, 

two days before '.:ieptember I J lh 2001, a day 

whkh changed the world. One year later, 

Adam Jacek Winkler died on Mont Maud it, 

during the course of a solo ascent. 

His life is also 

illuminated by 

his artistic c/Torts. 

though he destroyed 

the majority of his 
'y drawings. In any case, Ji, 

his naive paintings 

offer inspiration for 

an exciting visual 

style. These, together 

with his photos 

from Alghanistan, 

alongside a multitude 

o!\·xtremely exciting 

1·isual elements such as Afghan art and 

landscapes. iconography from two millennia 

of human history, and a century of cinema, 

provide the visual basis for an elaborate film 

that is rich in animation techniques. 






